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Christ's Love, Our Calling.






Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women of all ages to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparation and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.

This service was written by a member of St. Andrews, Middleton, Wis. It has been reviewed by Carolyn Sachs, a member of the WELS Women’s Ministry Committee.
Please note: There may be copyright issues regarding the public use of some songs and hymns. 
Please make sure to obtain permission to use music that is not in the public domain.



The Time Has Come

 

Welcome
 

Devotion: Galatians 4:4

 
The Time Has Come for Creation
Scripture Reading: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” Genesis 1:1,27,31

 

Song: In His Time
 

The Time Has Come for a Promise

Scripture Reading: “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

The woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate.’

So the LORD God said to the serpent, ‘…I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” Genesis 3:6,14a, 15

 

Time for Confession

Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;

 Be merciful to me and answer me.

My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”

 Your face, LORD, I will seek.

Do not hide your face from me, Do not turn your servant away in anger;

 You have been my helper.

Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Savior. I am still confident of this;

 I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.

Wait for the LORD:

 Be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.

 

The Time Has Come for Prophecy

Reader 1: “This is what the Lord says: “In the time of my favor I will answer you, and in the day of salvation I will help you; I will keep you and make you to be a covenant for the people, to restore the land and to reassign its desolate inheritances.” Isaiah 49:8.

 

Reader 2: “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty.” Malachi 3:1

 

Reader 3: “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, daughter of Jerusalem! See, you king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will proclaim peace to the nation.” Zechariah 9:9,10b

 

Reader 4: “The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” Luke 3:15-18

 

Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

 

The Time Has Come for a Savior

 (“In His Time” playing softly)

“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also went up from Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem, the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn.” Luke 2:1-7

 

Soloist: Mary’s Little Boy Child 

 

The Time Has Come for Good News

Hymn: The Angel Gabriel
 

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.’

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’

 

Hymn: Where Shepherds Lately Knelt
 

The Time Has Come for Jesus’ Return

“Behold, I am coming soon! The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come.’” Revelation 22:12a, 17.

 

“Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your punishment, he has turned back you enemy. The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm. The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save. At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home.” Zephaniah 3:14, 15, 17, 20

 

 Hymn: The King of Glory Comes
 

Song: In His Time
 

Song: Soon and Very Soon
The Time Has Come











